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** Behold, the day of the Lovd cometh, cruel both with wrath and ferce anger, to tay the: 
land desolate: and he shali cestroy the sinucrs thereof out of it,”—Ieatan. ina 
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hell, and all the nations that forget of death; they were 
God.” The wickét should be punish- Lord for the earth 
ed because they have done wrong, for the air they breath 
Wicked mew have injared | ones, waters they drank, for the, mente 
be punished for having. done so... The thing they worn. 
friends of the injured party also feel grates because they we 
so. The Lord is our Father, and he what they had, boun 
yupereee with his children when | they were unholy 
they are injured. Holy engels and 
holy beings have feelings of vengeance 


that an angel smote Nabal, who was a 
churlish husband, a bad master, and 
inhospitable to pie. ae The angel 
thought-his life shoul the forfeit |. 
of his ill-doings. We read that } 
Herod took the glory to himself, whea 


god and not ofa ” and the angel 
of the Lord smote him for his: pre- | 
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wicked shall be tarned into less childhood till they fel ; 
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well as benevolence. hus we read | was untbanklw. +. 3 
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Let us hope that all punishment is 
reformatory. Nebuchadnezzar appears 
to have been cured of presumption by 
losing his reason and eating grass like 
an ox. Ananias and Saphira were 
struck dead for lying and dishonesty, 
and although we hear no more about 
them now, we may in our future life. 
Punishment not only satisfies justice, 
but is preventive and admonitory to 
others. 

The Scriptures are full of examples 
of punishment. Belshazzar, the king 
of the Chaldeans, was slain because he 
honored and praised the gods of silver, 
and did not glorify the God of Israel. 
Thousands of the children of Israel 
were slain because they murmured 
against their best friend Moses. The 
cities of the plains were consumed for 
sins of licentiousness. The ante- 
diluvians were destroyed for rejecting 
Noah and his message. The Jews 
were scattered for rejecting the Savior, 
and the American nation is being 
destroyed for rejecting the Lord’s 
message through Joseph Smith. The 
punishment of sin is death. Achan 
was punished for taking away the 
wedge of gold and the Babylonish 
garment. The Jews slew their dis- 
obedient children. Sabbath breakers 
were stoned. The Apostle says, when 
speaking of the judgments that fell 
upon wicked men, ‘‘ These things 
were done for our example,” lest we 
should fall by the same errors. Am- 
bition and rebellion caused the fall of 
Satan and his followers. To men that 
search their hearts and discover in 
them the seeds of sin, the review of 
those that have been punished warn 
them nottocherishthem. This world 
is very wicked with these examples of 
judgment before them, but if there 
were no records to warn them, they 
might be worse; and in the future, 
when we meet with those monuments 
of judgment, some of them truthfully 
may remark, My fall, saved you, so 
that justice and judgment will have a 
claim upon our admiration, as well as 
love and mercy. 

A noted judge once said, ‘‘ There is 
a mercy due to the public as well as to 
the criminal.” The law is a terror 
to evil doers, and it is also the pro- 
tector of the innocent, and judgment 


may in time crush out from the sin- 


ner’s breast his ppeiton to inj 
others, even if it does not present to 
us the best of men. The over-mercifal 
are as numerous as the over-seve 
and they are both in the way of esta- 
blishing law and order. The am puta- 
tor of a mortified limb saves a life, but 
is seldom esteemed as much as the How- 
ard that benefits the convict in his 
— The Lord may not appear so 

enevolent in permitting the American 
war, but we shall acknowledge bis 
benevolence when peace reigns in the 
Millennial ages, and the present war 
is a preparation for a happy future, 
Punishment and suffering are both 
necessary for our perfection, or else 
they would not be permitted to exist. 
[f the disposition to appeal for redress 
is right, when injured, then it is right 
to mete out judgment to the injuring 
party. To inflict injuries upon the 
innocent all nature declares is violence, 
but even a child acquiesces in the pun- 
ishment of the guilty. 

Punishment is not cruelty, it only 
corrects the offender, while cruelty is 
gratified alike in either torturing the 
good or the bad. The injured ruler 
is justified in punishing the offendin 
rebel, and those that would shield the 
rebel, expose the ruler to every enemy 
of law and justice. Good laws are 
good rules established for the good of 
the people, and the friend of law and 
order is a patriot to his country, but 
to oppose law is to hinder human pro- 
gress. 

The unwise in the days of Moses 
pitied those who were deservedly 
punished, which was equivalent to 
accusing the judges of injustice. We 
may sympathize with the desolation of 
America, and we may weep over 
horrors of a fratricidal war, until we 
reflect that punishment is not endless, 
and the sooner they commence the 
payment of their penalties, the sooner 
it will be over. A school boy thinks 
it a privilege to receive his chastise- 
ment first, and it may be so with na- 
tions. Much as we may admire love, 
mercy and gentleness, when there 1s 
no tongue to slander us, no thief to 
rob us, and no hand is lifted 
us, and little as we may esteem the 
justice that punishes the evil-doer, 
yet, when we are suffering from the 
cruelty of the wicked, , then we re}0l0 
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POST ._PROPHESYING. 


that a God of love is also a being that 
ssesses an opposite class of attri- 
ree and who exercises them for the 
otection of the lives, liberty and 
ppiness of the righteous. The 
aggressive faculties are given to us for 
our preservation and protection—with- 
out them virtue would have no shield 
helpless innocence no protection, and 
every right would be trampled under 


foot. If moral evil did not exist, 


then judgment and punishment could 
be dis with Yeo as we cannot 
read of a time that it did not have an 
existence, neither do we read of a time 
that evil did not meet with opposition; 
that it is as wise to rejoiee in the ex- 
istence of punishment as in any other 
a We do not admire the 

utiful, leve the liberal, nor praise 
the warrior more than we do the just 
Judge who punishes the guilty. 


POST 


PROPHESYING. 


BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS, 


Many of us have, no doubt, laughed 
at the narration of the story of the old 
lady who, on being informed that her 
cow had swallowed the’ grindstone, 
very 3 | and emphatically ex- 
claimed, ‘‘I told you so; I always 
said she’d do it.” We can afford to 
amuse ourselves at the nonsensical 
conceit of this old lady, who wished it 
to be understood that she kad such a 
keen perception of the results of 
leaving the stone in the way of the 
cow, that she had always looked for- 
ward to the occurrence of what was an 
evident impossibility. Yet, unfortu- 
nately, there are some people who, 
though not quite as ridiculous as our 
heroine, will endeavor to convince us 
that their fore-knowledge is in advance 
of everything else in the world, and 
who will aver that there is scarcely 
an incident that occurs but what their 
unusual sagacity has pointed out, 
long before, in the plainest manner 
possible. 

It is, no doubt, rather poor conso- 
lation to a man under misfortune, to 
be assured by his friends that they 
have known for a considerable period 
to where he was drifting, and that 
they could have told him all about it 
long before ; or to be informed by a 
circle of commiserating acquaintances, 
when he is weighed down by trouble 
brought on by faithlessness of friends 
or the dishonesty of associates, that — 
knew the characters of = 
the time, and could see dishon in 
them, and often pitied his over-trusti 
disposition, and wondered how he 


be so blind to his own good. These 
kind of folks are some of the pests 
of society, who only use their preten- 
ded foresight to harrow up the feel- 
ings of others by the narration of their 
own wonderful shrewdness, placed m 
juxta-position to their unfortunate 
viotim’s presumed incapacity. | 
But with this class in a private 


‘capacity we have little to do, but to 


leave them to the empty satisfaction 
of glorying over their supposed supe- 
riority and far-sightedness ; but, as a 
people, we have had to contend with 
such characters from the day of the 
organization of the Church till the 
present time, who have almost un- 
ceasingly derided the predictions of * 
the servants of the Lord, until their 
words were fulfilled and their truth 
made evident, and then their oppo- 
nents have turned entirely round and 
asserted that everybody had long ex- 
pected such things, in fact, that such 
things had been looked forward to for 
centuries. As a very striking instance 
of this kind of post prophesying, let 
us take the present struggle in the 
United States of America. Before it 
broke out, when the servants of God 
went into the midst of that nation and — 
told them of what was to eome, even 
what we are now witnessing, no ex- 
pression was too strong to tize 
the unbelief they had in these state- 
ments, and no term too e ive to 
characterize their opinion of the f 

and fanaticism of those who dared to 
believe in the disruption of the Union, 
the division of the Sonth from the 
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North, aad ihe formation of two hos- 
tile Governments ow tbe territory of 
the United States. But now that the 
words of the Lord through his Pro- 
phet Josepn Smith are fulfilled, a 
certain class of men have risen who 
declare that it did not require ihe 
Spirit of God or the inspiretion of 
Heaven to foresee the present sad 
spectacle of a nation accomplishing 
its own destruction ; that many of the 
clear-headed and far-seeing of Amet'- 
can rulers and statesmen hed spoken 
of a time when such a result as div:- 
sion and contention might poss:bly, 
nay probably would, aiise to tear 
asunder and dizsever their mrch-loved 
eountry, and trample under :oot their 
dearly bought and highly prized Con- 
stitution and liberiy. 
We will allow that some may have 
had a vague idea that uader certain 
resuined contingencies certain 
results might follow, but what 
these troubles would be, and how and 
where they would commeace, none 
have presumed to say or dared to de- 
fine. If we admit there is avything 
in this, then we must also allow aimost 
everything has been known before 
hand, for there is scsrcely an event 
that transpires buic what somebody 
has hazarded a conjecture about, in 
some way or ancther. The Elders 
of Israel came forward and proclaimed 
the people that «he Loid had de- 
clared thai the Sov ibere States should 
be divided against the Northern 
States, begivning ai the rebellion of 
South Carolina, &c., avd ibe manner 
in which the bearers of this message 
were treated. evince the spirit of 
incred ality possessed ':y the masses of 
the people to their warnings, for the 
story ot their persecutions is an oft- 
told tale, familiar to all who are any 
ways conversant with the history oi 
Mormoni:m.” 
Let us ask these self-wise philoso- 
puers, who have known all about 
these things for so Jong, how it was 
they were not prepared for the pre- 
went ‘‘situation.” How it was that 
they fondly cherished the hope that 
separation would be accomplished 
‘peaceably ; and when this hope failed 
them a it was they declared all 
woul over in ninety days, and 
then another ninety, and soon; and 


to pass, 
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how it is that they are willing to ac. 
knowledge the truth of that which 
they are unable to deny, and yet 
spurva the greatest disdain the 
remainder of that tame prophecy 
that spealis of things yet in ihe future: 
for though so very wise with regard 
to what is so self-evident, they are as 
blind as possible to those predictions 
of God’s servants not yet fulfilled, 
Do they believe that this separation 
of the United States will bring ona 
war spreading first to Great Britain, 
which will eventually become univer- 
sal? Oh no! in their estimation 
England will never be so foolish as to 
allow herself to be involved in the 
trouble. But let us wait till the fact 
is an accomplished one, and then how 
remarkably clever they will have 
grown all of a sudden, and how easy 
it will be to quote my lord so-and-so, 
or the right honorable Mr. such-an- 
one, to prove the deep penetration and 
wonderful foresight these persons. pos- 
sessed. Certainly, men may have 
presentiments of evil and be on the 
watch, but who of England’s great 
law-givers of to-day can point with 
certainty to that quarter of the hea- 
vens where the war-cloud will arise, 
and declare, with unhesitating confi- 
dence, that the*danger is there. Ask 
a number of men to-day, who profess 
to be well versed in the political as- 
pect of the world, where England 
may look for her next foe, and how 
variously would you be answered. 
The Emperor of the French would be 
immediaiely mentioned by one, and 
as soon poo-pooed by another, who 
would assure you he was our firmest 
friend, aud thet Russia was our great 
menace; a third would point to Ameri- 
ca, a fourth to Prussia, and so on till 
almost every quarter of the habitable 
globe had been confidently set down 
as our most dangerous enemy. [If we 
doubt this assertion, lef us look at the 
various newspapers published day by 
day—notice how they contradict each 
other, and into what a mass of mex- 
tricable confusion they have blundered 
in endeavoring to unravel the mysteres 
of the great future. Yet, dung al 
this time, the voice of the servants of 
God is to be heard in the land de 
claring what shall most assuredly eome 
but is as little regarded # 
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sho have journeyed from Canada to 
California declaving, in an unmistaka- 
ble and unwavering voice, the horrors 
thar now desolate the fairest heritage 
af God’s chosen people. 

Other examples might be brought 
forward, but they would prove no 
more than this does, that this pre- 
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gerethe teachings of their predeces- | tended fore-knowledge can only. be. 
wrs of olden time, or their breihren | considered as one of those miserably 
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weak weapovs used by the father 

lies to blind the eyes of the people te 
the divinity of the great Latter-day 
Work, and the heaven-inspired char- 
acter of the message now proclaimed 
through the instrumentality of God’s — 
chosen servant, the Prophet Joseph | 
Smith. 


GOD’s D&ALINGS WITH HIS PEOPLE. 
BY WILLIAM HENEY £Cort. 


ry. 


In searching the Sacred Records we 
fad that whenever God had a people 
on the earth, he revealed his will and 
nind unto them, in order that they 
night be strengthened in their most 
holy faith, and to enable them to 
overcome everything whica was likely 
to hurt or destroy them ; and he lixe- 
wise promised them certain blessings, 
inasmuch as they would obey his com- 
mandments; but, on the contrary, if 
they refused to obey his requests, they 
shonld most assuredly meet with a 
just condemnation. 

We will take a retrospective view of 
the days of Noah, when the earth was 
clothed with sin, and the minds of the 
people were hardened towards God. 
Noah received a revelation that the 
Lord was going to destroy mankind 
with water for their wickedness, and 
that he had to build an ark for the 
salvation of himself and family, and 
that he had to warn the people of the 
coming judgments, so that if. there 
Were any honest in-heart they might 
be saved from the flood. Did they | 
believe his message? Alas! no. They 
repented not of their sins, but con- 
tinued feasting and marrying until 
the waters came—the ark was shut, 
and there was no way of escape. They 
then could see that Noah’s message 
was true, for his words had been ful- 
filled to the letier. 

The people in this day will argue 
that had they lived in the days of 
Noah they would have believed his 
testimony, or, had they lived when 
Jesus was on the earth they wou!d 


ask, why did the Jews not believe 
him? Were they notas easy of belief 
as the people are in this day? They 
were. Why did they put him to 
death? Because he did not come 
shining in brilliant apparel, but as the 
poor carpenter’s son. How was the 
Propet Joseph received —was he ac- 
cepted by the world as a Prcpbet sent 
of God? No». But, says one, the 
did not that he wasa 
rophst. How did they know that 
he was uot one? They did not prove 
it by the Scripture that there were no 
more Prophets needed. But the 
trutb was, they saw that his doctrine 
was true, Scriptural and reasonable, 
and that it would stand imvestigation. 
They saw that unless they strove with 
all theix might to bring something 
against bim in order to poison the 
pcople’s mincs towerds he would 
soon uproot al! their man made doc- 
trincs, and they would be looked upon 
asraught. He, aiter being persecu- 
ted fo» near'y twenty years, was as- 
sassinvated in Carthage jail. 
We see by further searching the » 
Scriptures, chat God intended to esta- 
blish his kingdom upon the earth in 
the last days, and that it had to stand 
forever. Wel’, the Latter-day Saints 
are boldly declaring to the wor'd that 
God bas established it, and that they 
have authority to preach the Gospel 
and administer in al! the ordinances 
thereof, the same as the Apostles had 
in jovrmer ages; aud, likewise, that 
they have received a message to gagher . 
Israel homs to Zion, that faith 


have believed his teachings. But, we 


children be noi partukers of lier 
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(Babylon’s) sins, and that they receive 
not of her plagues, for her sins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath 
remembered her iniquities. Do the 

ple believe this message? Very 
ew indeed. But, nevertheless, it is 
true, and as surely as God destroyed 
the antediluvians with 4water, and 
as sure as he destroyed Sodom and 
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Gomorrah, so sure will he destroy the 
inhabitants of the earth who reject 
this message. It causes the hearts of 


‘the Saints to rejoice, to think that he 


has a place prepared for his faithful 
children to gather to, that they may 
rest in peace whilst he pours out his 
plagues upon the wicked. 


HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG. 
(Continued from page 809. ) 


HISTORY 


OF 
PARLEY. P. PRATT. 

**T am the third son of Jared Pratt 
and Charity Dickeson, of Columbia 
county, New York. Iwas born April 
12, 1807, in Burlington, Otsego co., 
New York. 

Of my childhood and youth I will 
say but little. I was raised to hard 
work on a farm, brought up in the 
strictest morals, was a believer in the 
Bible and Jesus Christ, received but a 
limited education in the common 
schools. 

Iwas married September 9, 1827, 
in Canaan, Columbia co., N.Y. My 
wife’s name was Thankful, daughter 
of William and Thankful Halsey ; she 
was born in New Lebanon, Columbia 
co., N.Y., March 18, 1797. 

On the 25th of March, 1837, she 
gave birth to my firstborn, whose name 
is Parley, and died the same day. 
This happened in Kirtland, Ohio. 

About the first of September, A.D. 
1830, I was baptized by the hand of 
an Apostle named Oliver Cowdery. 
This took place in Seneca Lake. I 
was confirmed the same day and or- 
dained an Elder, at the house of 
Father Whitmer, Seneca county, N.Y. 
From that time forth I began to mini- 
ster in the fulness of the Gospel. 
My first mission was in Columbia 
county, among my relatives and 
neighbors, where I baptized my bro- 
ther Orson Pratt. 

Returning to western New York the 
same autumn, I saw for the first time 
Joseph Smith, the Prophet, at his 


father’s house in Manchester ; heard | 


him preach, and preached in his 
house, at the close of which meeting 
we baptized seven persons. 

After this he inquired of the Lord, 
and received a revelation appointing 
me a mission to the west, in company 
with Oliver Cowdery, Peter Whitmer, 
jun., and Ziba Peterson. We started 
this mission in October, 1830. From 
Father Whitmer’s in western New 
York, we travelled nearly fifteen hun- 
dred miles, mostly on foot, and ar- 
rived in Jackson county, Missouri, in 
the beginning of the year 1831, having 
preached the Gospel and left the Book 
of Mormon with the Cateraugus 
Indians near Buffalo, N.Y., and with 
the Wi-an-dots of Ohio. We also 
preached the Gospel and established 
the Church in Kirtland, Ohio, and 
the regions round about, consisting of 
several hundred members, among 
whom were Sidney Rigdon, Isaac 
Morley, John Murdock, Lyman Wight 
and many, others, whom we ordained 
Elders. 

Passing the western bounds of Mis- 
souri amid the deep snows of January 
1831, we entered what is now called 
Kansas, and bore the Book of Mor- 
mon and our testimony to the Dela 
ware Indians, who received it Joy- 
fully. We were soon ordered out by 
Government agents, and threatened 
with the military. We then returned 
to Jackson county, Missouri, aud 

reached the Gospel in several neigh- 
baptizing a few. 

On the 14th February same year, I 
took leave of my fellow-laborers 
Jackson county, and travelled, mostly 
on foot, to Kirtland, Ohio, nearly one 
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thousand miles, where I arrived some 
time in March. 

Here I met with President Joseph 
Smith, who inquired of the Lord and 
received commandment for me to 
preach the Gospel and visit the 
churches in the regions around, which 
I did until the Conference at Kirtland, 
held June 6, 1831, in which President 
Joseph Smith, by the word of God, 
ordained me, with many others, to 
the High Priesthood, and received a 
revelation for me and my brother 
Orson, and many others, to journey 
two and two, to the western bounds of 
Missouri, preaching and baptizing by 
the way. 

We started in June, performed this 
journey on foot, organized several 
churches by the way, and arrived in 
western Missouri in October of the 
same year. 

From this time until February 1832, 
I was very sick of fever and ague, 
during which I tarried with the 
churches there. 

About the middle of February I 
attended Conference in Jackson co., 
over which Bishop Edward Partridge 
presided. Here I was healed by the 
laying on of hands, and the next day 
started my return mission in company 
with John Murdock and others. 

After a tedious journey of a thou- 
sand miles, we arrived in Ki d 
Ohio, in May 1832, having preached 
by the way with some success. 

After a short mission to Pittsburgh 
and back, on foot, distance 130 miles, 
I removed with my wife to Jackson 
county, Missouri, where I settled, 
opened agfarm, and,gbuilt a 
cabin. 

The next winter, in com bwith 
Elder W. E. McLellin, I aA a 
mission on foot through Missouri and 
into Green county, [llinois, where we 
preached with much success ; distance 
about six hundred miles in going and 
returning. 

About the lst of June I returned 
home, devoted my time among the 
churches and in presiding over a 
school of Elders in Zion, and in labor- 

with my hands. 
the autumn of 1833 I was driven 


out of Jackson county, with the rest 


of the Church, at the loss of my home. 
I took refuge in Clay county, where I 


a living by day-labor, job~ 
ing, 

On the Ist of February, 1884, being 
sent by a General Conference, held «in 
Clay county, I started in connection 
with Elder Lyman Wight, on horse- 
back, rode one thousand mil 
arrived in Kirtland in March. 
dent Joseph Smith inquired of the 
Lord, took: by revelation our mission 


was still extended eastward in con- . 


nection with others. 

President Joseph Smith and myself 
journeyed together as far as Genessee 
county, New York, where we held 
Conference, after which we se 
and I still continued east , Visit- 
ing the churches in northern New 
York, and my friends in Columbia 
county. 

I again arrived in Kirtland in the. 
latter part of April. 

On the Ist of May 1834, I started 
with President Smith and company 
for Upper Missouri, where we arriv 
in July. In this journey I had tra-. 
velled by land near four thousand 
miles. From this till October I 
the time in laboring with my | 

On the 8th of October, in compli- 
ance with a revelation through the 
Prophet Joseph, I started with my 
wife for Kirtland, Ohio. After jour-. 
neying near one thousand miles with a 
horse-team, we stopped for the winter 
at New Portage, within fifty miles of 
Kirtland. Here: I devoted my time 
diligently in the ministry and in labor- 
ing with my hands until February 
1835, when I repaired to Kirtland. 

February 21, 1835, I was ordained 
one of the Twelve Apostles under the 
hands of Joseph Smith and others. I 
then immediately returned to New 
rene settied my affairs, and re- 
turned again to Kirtland, to join the 
Twelve on a mission eastward, | 


she 


+ 


May 4th, we started this mission, — 


The season was spent in preaching, 
visiting the churches, holding Con- 
ferences, in = Maine 
August found us in the 

a i Septeniber we returned to 
Kirtland. The winter was spent in 


the School of the Prophets in the 


House of the Lord. In April 1836, I 
took a mission to Canada, and labored 


through the season in the city of To-: | 
ronto and round about, which mission: 
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resulted in the baptism and ordina- 
tion of John Taylor, Joseph Fielding 
and others, and in the gatheving into 
the Church of many souls. In Octo- 
ber of the same year I returned to 
Kirtland; spent the winter at 
home. 

On the 25th of March 1837, my son 
Parley was born, in fulfilment of a 
prophecy delivered on the head of my 
wife, about eleven monihs previous, 
by Elder H. C. Kimball. Having 
lived to see and embrace her child, she 
died «about two hours after his 
birth. 

In the spring of!1837, soon after the 
death of my wife, I returned to Cana- 
da on a short mission to the Saints, 
during which seyeral of the Canadian 
Elders—viz., Joseph Fielding, Isaac 
Russell, John Snyder and John Good- 
son, were selected for a mission to 
England. 

They were set anart, and performed 
that mission under the Presidency of 
Elders H. C. Kimball and Orson Hyde; 
this being the first introduction of the 
fulness of the Gospel in Europe. 

May 9th, same year, I was again 
married, receiving the band of Mary 
Ann Frost, daughter of Aaron Frost, 
of Maine. Soon after this marriage I 
went to the city of New York, where, 
at length, I succeeded in baptizing 
many, among whom was Addisoao 
Everett. Here I w ote and published 
the ‘‘ Voice of Warning,” and here 
God manifested his power in many 
gifts and healings, causing the Work 
to spread through the city and ~ound 
about. 

In April 1838, I took leave of New 
York, and with a small colony emigza- 
ted once more to Missouri. We set- 
tled in Caldwell county in May. where 
I built a house and made a farm with 
my own bands, besides devoting much 
of my time to the ministry. In 
autunin of the same year I was im- 
prisoned with brother Joseph and 
others, while my family and the whole 
Church were robbed, plundered, and 
driven from the State. * 

On the fourth of July. 1839, I 
gained niy freedom by the power of 
God, after eight months and four 
days’ imprisonment, and escaped to 
Dhnois. I found my family in Quincy, 
and gathering with them to Nauvoo, 


- 


: I again commenced to labor with 
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my 
hands. 

On the 2%h of Avgust 1839, I 
started on a mission to England, in 
compliance with a revelation through 
Joseph Smith. We travelled by land, 
in a carriage, near six hundred miles, 
my brother Orson and my family 
accompanying me. We arrived at 
Detroit and tarried a few days with 
oux brother Anson, and with oar 
father and mother who then lived with 
him. My fatber, being about 70 years 
of age, was then laying low witha 
fever, and soon after died. 

Continuing our journey, we arrived 
in |New York some time in autumn, 
where I tarried for the winter, having 
great success in the ministry. 

On the 9th of March 1840, I sailed 
for Liverpool, England, in company 
with Elders B. Young, H. C. Kimball, 
QO. Pratt and others. We hada rough 
passage of twenty-eight days, and on 
the sixth day of April landed in Liver- 
pool. We convened a General Con- 
ference at Preston on the 15th of 
April, in which Elders B. Young, H. 
C. Kimball and myself were appointed 
a publishing committee for the Church. 
I was also appoiuted editor and pub- 
lisher of a monthly periodical to be 
called the Mrituennravt Srar, the first 
number of which was issued in May 
following. 

I continued in this publishing de- 
partment between two and three years, 
the last eighteen months of which I 
had the Presidency of the Church in 
the British Isles. 

About the 20th of October 1842, I 
took leave of England, and sailed for 
New Orleans, chartering a ship called 
the Eme.ald, and taking out with me 
several hundreds of the Saints. We 
landed in New Orleans after a tedious 
passage of ten weeks. Passing up the 
river for one week I landed with my 
family in Chester, Illinois, where we 
wintered on account of the ice. In 
the course of the winter I paid a visit 
to Nauvoo on horseback, and was. 
welcomed by brother Joseph and my 
friends in general. i 

On the 12th of April 1543, I landed, 
in Nauvoo with my family. The re 
mainder of the season was spent Im 
building, &c. 


The spring of 1844, I was sent out 


| 
| 
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on a mission to the eastern States. I;turn of President Young and ohana 
went as far as New York, held several | of the Twelve. 
meetings, but was constrained by the 


Holy Spirit to return home speedily. March 13, 1858. 858, — Presidents a 


On arriving in Chicago, Hlimois, I | Young, H. C. Kimball, 0. Hyde, O. 
heard oi the death of Joseph and Hy- Pratt, W. Woodruff, Geo. A. Smith 
rum Smith. I arrived home in time | and E. T. Benson, heard this histo 

to console the Saints and assist in | read by R. L. Campbell, and wor 


keeping them together, until the re- | of it.” 


(To be continved.) 
THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1864. 


GCVERNING PRINCIPLES OF MANKIND. 
| 
Ir is written that God created man uprightly, but that he has sought out many 
inventions. Man in his aspirations and attributes is pre-eminently an inde- 
pendent being. There is nothing but what he may aspire to and accomplish, 


and he can do pretty much as he pleases provided always that he does not tres.) 


pass or infringe upou the rights or privileges of another. This is the great 


law of right which hos always existed and always will exist, and which law- . 
givers and legislative as.emblies would do well to have in remembrance while . 


defining crime, its nature and its punishment. 


When the kingdom of God shall be established upon the earth, this inde- . 


pendence of man’s nature will be respected, and they will be allowed the liberty 


of conscience and be protected in the free exercise of their religion and worship,..- . 


whetver they worship the God of the Christian sects of the present day, or the: 


God of Israel ; and laws suited to their condition and circumstances in life: 
_ will be given them, and the foregoing principles of right will be the governing. — 
element of law, irrespective of the musty forms gnd precedents the accuma- 


lated rubbish of ages, which so prevalently obtain at the present time. Indeed, 


may we not look forward to a time when shall be realized the words of the. 


Lord spoken through the Prophet Jeremiah, “‘I will put my law in their 


inward parts, and write it in their hearts ;” when all people will be willing to. 


observe this great law of right, not to infrineie upon their neighbor, . 


But, up to the present time, we find that this great law has been’ but. Witate. ; 
recognized by the inhabitants of the earth. They have seemingly sought to. | 
upbuild themselves during this life, to the exclusion of higher and more: im- des “ 

upon the new commandment given by our Savior unto his disciples, ;“fthat-ye > 
love one another,” yet they were but a small portion of the people of the earth, ) 


portant duties pertaining to that hereafter. The Saints, in times past, acted 


Mate 


~ il 


4 
4 
if 
+ 
4, 
Le 
i 


$26 EDITORIAL. 


and though exerting a distinct influence for good, it was not universal. In 
course of time they were gathered to their fathers, and this law, if not forgot- 
ten, was no longer acted upon by the world. The unbelief succeeding the 
Apostolic age was both dense and dark, and men wandered off into by and for- 
bidden paths, no longer guided by the Spirit of light and revelation, having 
given way to unnatural lusts and strange desires. The principles of the Gos- 
pel were no longer understood nor respected, and as a consequence of this 
exceeding darkness and unbelief, mankind have set up authority, both politi- 
cal and religious, in direct opposition to the will of the Lord. 

It is now, and has been for ages, customary for the different nations of the 
earth to reject and ignore all interference of the Almighty in temporal affairs, 
either domestic or political. How this strange separation of temporal and. 
spiritual good and welfare has occurred, may be distinctly traced in the history 
of mankind. It has grown with their unbelief, and has increased with their 
apostacy from the true faith, until it is now hoary with age and made strong 
by tradition and precedent. Temporal rulers, while they pay outward respect 
to the formulas and rules prescribed by religious sectaries, ascribe all of success 
attainable on earth to superior human skill and ability, not to the overruling 
providence of a wise and beneficent Father, who builds up and overturns the 
nations at his pleasure. Yet we are told ‘‘the race is not to the swift nor the 
battle to the strong,” but, did we notice the actions of men we will find them 
all, more or less, tinctured with the infidelity of Napoleon when he said, ‘‘God 
is on the side of the heaviest artillery.” 

To every cause there must be an effect, be it beneficial or disastrous, and as 
an effect of this contempt of the authority of high heaven, of this disregard of 
things sacred and holy, comes the long train of evils now afflicting society. 
Men enlightened by the Spirit of God would never afflict or oppress their 
fellows. They would be willing and proud to own the supremacy of the Father 
and the wisdom of his rule in all things, not only regarding spiritual elevation 
and advancement, but also in the issuing of good temporal laws, and in the 
conception of beneficial regulations and improvements. They would acknow- 
ledge His hand in the discoveries of a Columbus, a Newton and a Guttenburg, 
and in the success which attends national prosperity ; and instead of the strait- 
laced Puritanism which persecutes the honest Saint and strives to retard the 
progress of God’s great Latter-day kingdom, we would see liberality of senti- 
ment and practice such as would in time do away with many of the evils now to 
be deplored, and which are nowhere more prevalent and disastrous than in the 
midst of so-called Christendom. | 

One evil flowing from the religion of the present day is, that it tends 
to foster unbelief and infidelity. The time has come which the Apostle fore- 
told, when the people ‘‘ will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears, and they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned into fables.” Reli- 
gion, as understood by the masses, has so many inconsistencies, that it cannot 
withstand the scrutiny of scepticism, nor will the judgment of man be satisfied 
with a semblance of the Truth, and he takes refuge in no belief at all in God 
nor divine revelation, but reposes in infidelity. In reading the holy Scrip- 
tures, it is now customary to do so with the intention of culling, or taking 
therefrom passages to substantiate the position taken by different individuals. 

It is much like being appointed to argue upon one side of a question—the posi- 
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tion is defined and they must defend it, be it just or unjust, truthfalor um. 
truthful, from the attacks of others. At first liberality of sentiment and ten- . 
derness of conscience may silently rebel against this manner of disposing of 
religion, but habit and custom make it in the end, to the generality of man-— 
kind, easy. This is not the way in w we should seek for truth. Noone 
should read the Bible, or any other good book, merely for the purpose of sub- 
stantiating a certain belief, but for the purpose of being instracted and edified, 
and of learning truth. No one can comprehend truthfully any subject unless _ 
they have partaken of the spirit by which it was written or dictated. Besides, — 
no difference his talent and ability, mere finite man can’ never make the Lord 
correspond to his belief, and His ways correspond with man’s ways, for as high - 
as the heavens are above the earth, so is our Father’s wisdom superior to man’s 
wisdom, for ‘*‘ the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.” 

There are people who profess to be guided by our Father in spiritual affairs, 
yet while they give ready credence to such of the revelations given in times 
past as accord with their preconceptions, they deny the continuance of present 
revelation and the presence of the living oracles of God among men. ‘‘ They 
draw near to him with their lips, while their hearts are far from him.” They 
have no conception of what constitutes a genuine authority, nor do they recog- 
nize the necessity of a Priesthood commissioned by the Lord; nor do any in 
their teachings unto the people go further than to assert a belief in the truth- 
fulness of what they advance. There are rulers who are nominally, and we may 
aay practically, the head of the church in their respective kingdoms and 
empires; yet, although autocratic in their manifestoes, they speak with no 
higher power than that bestowed by accident of birth and by the slavish fears 
of their inferiors. They have no conception of being led by one “called of . 
God as was Aaron,” upheld by the voice gf God and the obeditnce of the peo- 
ple—obedience springing from their desire to be led by inspiration; and all . 


this confusion we observe among men springs from the abuse of the great law - “4 


of right aud self-agency laid down for the exaltation and salvation of mankind. 

Now, it must be manifest to all, be they learned or unlearned, thatthe Lord, 
who is the Father of our spirits and the Author of all things that bwean” © 
existence, must be possessed of more intelligence and more wisdom tian is 
possessed by all the inhabitants of the earth put together. Men may not be” 


willing to admit this, or they may be so puffed up and elated with the superior —_™ 


ability they presume unto theniselves that they possess, that in action they 
may and do brave his judgment and deride his will. Besides, the Lord works ~ 
in a way unto them incomprehensible, unless they have his Spirit to enlighten — 


them. When the European world undertook to rescue the sepulchre of our - ~ 


Savior and the holy city of David from the hands of ‘‘infidels,” during the 
time of the crusades, they went with sword, and with buckler, and with shield, 


to compel them to relinquish possession thereof ; but the Lord did not work | 


with such carnal weapons as were used by Christendom on that eceasion. He 
has promised to fight the battles of his faithful Saints ; and as he has done so ~ 
in the past, we may reasonably hope, and indeed we know he. will continue to 
do so in the future. Could men but look upon it in this light, differences now — 
acttled by the law or with the sword, would, as they are now done in Zion, be = 
aettled by the peaceful arbitration of men who are filled with the Spirit and 
power of God, and who are clothed upon by his holy Priesthood. Cee ae 
When such a time arrives, and it is fast approaching, \ what grees. 
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sperity will follow the practice of the principles of the Gospel, The great law 
of right we have mentioned, will then be universally recognized, nor will there 
be an dissentient voice, at that day, to the proper administration of justice, 
We can easily prove that prosperity fullows this state of society, by pointing to 
the records of ancient [srael. While they listened io the Prophets of God, and 
paid observance to the plain truth coming from the Lord, and told unto them 
by the voice of inspiration, they were victorious and prosperous in all their 
undertakings, easily overcoming all kinds of difficulty. But the moment they 
fell away from the true worship of God, following after and making unto 
themselves other gods of stone and of silver and of gold, refusing to listen to 
the true voice of inspivaiion, then the scourges and judgment; of the Lord 
followed 2nd fell upon them, and they were shown, by sad experience, the folly 
of leaning upon the stiengih derived from human wisdom and human under- 
standiug alone, unenlightened by the Spirit of the Lord. Such examples 
shou'd serve to make mai more wise in cur day; but, alas! the pride and 
wilful presumption he has, cause bim oitiimes io ¢o directly opposite to the 
course best calculated for his own good. 

It is worse than folly ia man io -esist the accomplishment of the purposes of 
the Almighty ; for let him be ever so stubborn, he must y:eld at last to His 
power and to the performince of his will. If man is saved, it must be upon 
the terms dictated by the Lord, for, ‘* Verily, verily I say unto you, he that 
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, 
the saine is a thief and a robbe:.” It may be humiliating to the arogant self- 
sufliciency of ome, but the terms must be complied with alike by the peasant 
in his cot, the warrior at the head of his army, aiid the monarch upon his 
throne, for thereis, as with learning, no ‘‘ royal road” to salvation, and it must 
be mevited by good behavior, and be won by noble deeds, faithful conduct, and 
obedience to the requirements of the Lord. 

It will be a happy day for mankind when they will do in all things as ihe 
Lord wishesthem. In that day ‘‘ the earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lorn, as the waters cover the sea,” and none will liave need 
to say ‘‘ know ye the Lord,” for all sh:ll know hin. The earih‘will be beauti- 
ful, and will yield in rich abundance of the grain and fruits and herbs for the 
comfort, sustenance and pleasare of man. His flocks and herds will increase 
and roam upon the thousand hills. His wives and childven will be lovely, 
beautiful and obedient, and he himself, clothed with the holy Priesthood of 


the Son of God, will live in the light of continvous revelation, obedient to all 
His «cquirements. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE.—Worcrster Conrerence.—Elder 
Franklin Merrill writes from Worcester on the 22ud ult., as follows :—‘‘ During 
the pasi summer our out-door meetings have been contiaued and numerously 
attenced, and I am able to state that if I have not bad the privilege of bap- 
tizing many, I have had that of warning hundreds. I firmly believe that the 
many testimonies I have borne to the people will stand avainst them in the 
great day of judgment. I feel exonevated from all obligations to those indi- 
viduals, Jet them accept er reject my message. A ereat many have appeared 
inclined to believe our words, but iheir love for the Gospel and desire to obey 
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it have not been intense enough to cause them to stem the current of opposi- * 
tion they meet with, and not having sufficient fortitude and resolution to ~ 
follow the Savior through evil as wel! as good report, they have turned away. 
The Lord has assisted us in sowing the good seed, and we trust to him to give 
the increase. I feel thankful to Him that I can inform you that we now begin 
to see those fruits made manifest, though in a quarter by us unlooked for. 
The Work in the city of Worcester’seems to have received fa new impetus, the 
Lord opening the way before us. Times were very dark here sometime back, 
meetings being discontinued for some time, but we‘have again resumed them, 
and they are weil attended. Some fifteen or sixteen persons) have been bap- 
tized in this Branch alone the past two or three months, and prospects clearly 
indicate thet as many more will, by ihe blessings of the Lord, be added before 
the sprivg. The entire number of baptisms in the Conference, so far, during 
the year, has been four-fold the number emigrated, and the aspect of affairs 
now leads me to conc'ude that we wi'l add yet a coasiderable number more 
before the new year. Elder William Wheeler is received with that warmth 
which always characterizes the reception of a faithful Elder from Zion by the 
Saiuts in these lands. He enjoys the Spirit, aud is doing a good work among 
the Saints and strangers. My being alone previous to his arrival, makes me 
appreciate his assistance. The. frequent colds I have at different time caught 
here affected my lungs somewhat, nevertheless I am extremely happy in the. 
perfo-mance of my duties, and this happiness is mucb enhanced by the assu- 
rance that my heavenly Father has given me the guidance of his holy Spirit. 

I have continually sought after this Spirit and for wisdom, knowing that if I 
am destitute of those qualifications, my endeavors will prove unavailing. I 
think the brethren who have been with me have sought for the same blessings. 
We have striven to do the best we could uader the circumstances that sur- 
rouaded us. I wish to enlist all my energy and ability in the cause of our 
Father, in rearing and establishing tue kingdom of God, knowing it to be the © 
suresi way of securing the blessinys I desire to obtain.” ’ 


NEWS FROM CONFERENCE.—Hvut Conrerencz. — On the 30th of 
October there was a Conference held in Hul!, minutes of which have been for 
wardcd to us by Elder Thomas Cracroft, which we bad intended pablishing 
in full, but press of other watter has compeljed us to summprize. There were 
present on that occasion—Elders Brigham Young, jun., of the Presidency of 
the European Mission, C. M. Gillet, President of the Sheffield District, Joshua 
K. Whitney, President of the Hull Conference, George Reynolds, John Nichol- 
son and Robert Williams, besides several local Elders. The Conference was 
represented to be in an excellent condition, though the Saints were rather 
scattered. The instructions given by Elder Brighum Young, jun., were very 
good and of a nature to edify and instruct the Saints, and likewise were a 
powerful testimony to the strangers present of the truth of the Gospel’ El- 
ders C. M. Gillet, Joshua K. Whitney, George Reynolds and John Nicholson, 
in turn spoke to the Saints, exhorting them to Fepiy™! “diligence in the'cause 
of virtue and of truth. They likewise bore powerfyl teatimonies to the great®" 7 
Latter-day Work, and all present rejoiced under the genial flow of the Spit *~ 
-of the Lord. | 
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ENGLAND. 
ESSEX CONFERENCE. 
Maldon, Nov. 29, 1864. 
President Wells. 

Dear Brother,—Knowing the soli- 
citude you always feel for the Work 
and the general welfare of the Con- 
ferences under your jurisdiction, I 
take the opportunity afforded to let 
you know how things are moving in 
this Conference, comprising the coun- 
ties of Essex, Hertford, and a portion 
of Suffolk. Although the preaching 
of the servants of the Lord has not 
been followed by any great ingatherin 
of souls into the great Gospel net, 
am happy to say some have taken 
hold of the words of life, and are 
striving to walk the narrow path which 
leadeth to exaltation and eternal 
happiness in the presence of their 
Father and God, their hearts being 
filled with joy and gladness, and the 
peace that passeth all understand- 
ing.” They feel te pour out their 
souls in gratitude to the ‘‘ Giver of all 
good” for his mercy and goodness in 
sending the glorious Gospel message 
for the salvation of fallen man. 

Many of the people are beginning 
0 realize that there is really some 
ruth in the declaration of the Elders, 
that after their testimony cometh the 
judgments of Almighty God, ‘ cruel 
both with wrath and fierce anger,” 
when le shall make bare his arm be- 
fore the nations, which is manifested 
before them in the cruel and fratrici- 
dal civil war now fraging in America, 
the late terrible cyclone on the coast 
of India, involving the destruction of 
thousands of lives and immense des- 
traction of property, the awful and 
calamitous storm on the continent of 
Europe, England not being exempt, 
the unparalleled storm of hail which 
has recently visited the city of 
Rio Janeiro, in America, together 
with earthquakes, famine, pestilenee, 
fire and sword on every hand. These 
things are of almost daily occurrence, 
yet the majority of the people look 
upon them with stolid indifference, 
Satan having blinded their eyes so 


that they have become like the Phari- 
sees in the days of Jesus, not being 
able to discern the signs of the times. 

A few are wise and despise not the 
means of grace now offered by the 
Gospel. The Saints here are feeling 
well, increasing in faith, and, as a con- 
sequence, in good works. I notice 
that those who honor the laws of the 
Gospel, Tithing, &c., are full of life 
and are prospered and blessed by the 
Almighty, and vice versa. We have 
lately been favored by a visit from 
Elder Isaac Bullock, whose fatherly 
counsel and instruction have proved a 
blessing to the Saints, and will, I 
feel assured, prove a lasting benefit to 
them if they take heed. We held 
meeting at Grays on the 20th, and 
several week-night meetings on our 
way to Maldon, where we held Con- 
ference on the 27th, the Travelling 
Elders being present with us. The 
Authorities of the Church were pre- 
sented and unanimously sustained. 
It was a time of rejoicing with the 
Saints, the Spirit of the Lord being 
poured out in rich abundance. The 
instructions given duri the day 
were in their nature “ealeuiatell to 
build up and stre en the Saints. 
In the evening Elder Bullock deli- 
vered a powerful and interesting dis- 
course on the Latter-day Zion, its 
location, blessings, &c. Many stran- 
a were present, who manifested 
eep interest in the subject, judging 
from the marked attention they paid. 
Financially the Conference is slightly 
involved in debt, but we hope, by 
economy and perseverance, to ‘work it 
off, with the blessing of our heavenly 
Father and the co-operation of the 
Saints. 

The brethren are well, and are stri- 
Ho | to roll on the Work of the Lord 
in their several fields of labor. For 
myself, I never felt better than at the 


resent. Ever praying for your wel- 
are and the pros + of Zion’s cause, 
I _— yours faithfully and obedi- 
ently 
(Joun Ripar. 


WELSH DISTRICT. 
Merthyr Tydfil, Nov. 24, 1864. 
President Wells. 

Dear Brother, — Well knowing the 
interest you feel in the welfare of the 
Saints in all parts of the Lord’s vine- 
yard, I take up my pen to inform you 
that in company with Elder W. 5S. 
Phillips I paid a visit to the Saints in 
North Wales, and on Sunday the 13th, 
held a Conference with a few of the 
Saints of the Carnarvonshire Con- 
ference, and found Elder Edward 
Roberts and the Saints there enjoying 
the best of feelings and alive to their 
duties, having a desire to do all in 
their power to build up the kingdom 
of God. They rejoiced greatly in 
having a visit from us, and felt pleased 
in having an opportunity to admini- 
ster to our comfort. On the 14th we 
went to Aberystwith, and held a meet- 
ing with the Saints there in the even- 
ing, and enjoyed a very good time, 
We here parted with Elders John 
Evans and William Williams, they we 
ceeding on a tour through the Car- 
marthenshire Conference, and we 
took the train to Liverpool, where we 
had the privilege of spending a few 
hours in your company at the office, 
for which we felt. thankful, as we 
gained strength from your kind advice 
and counsel. From Liverpool we 
went to Bagillt, and found Elder 
Thomas P. Green and his family as 
usual ready to welcome us. He re- 
ported the Saints of the Denbighshire 
Conference in a healthy condition, but 
the prospect for increasing in num- 
bers was rather unfavorable, as the 
people in that region have heard so 
much preaching until they have be- 
come in a measure as it were Gospel 


hardened. I left Elder Phillips there, 
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while I went to pay a visit to my 


mother, visiting some Saints on the 
way, whom I found rejoicing in the 
principles of Truth. On the 19th we 
went to Rhosllanerchru and on 
Sunday the 20th met’ wi der Ed- 
win Price, and the Saints of the Flint- 
shire Conference, in a Oonference 
capacity. The meetings throughout 
the day were very good, and the Lord 
bl us abundantly with his holy 
Spirit. The Authorities of the Church, 
both at home and abroad, were sus- 
tained in the Saint’s usual unanimous 
manner. I noticed that some of the 
strangers who were present lifted up 
their hands every move that was made. 
In the evening there were several 
strangers present, who listened very 
attentively to the remarks made 

the brethren. 


lasting benefit to the few Saint th 
who are astsheep in the midst 
wolves. 
**Mormons,” and wish to free them 
from what they call the yoke of error, 

I feel to thank God more and more 
every day for the light of the Gospel, 


and I pray him to bless all the honest- - 


in-heart throughout the habitable 
globe, and may the day soon dawn 
when they will haye the privilege of 
embracing the principles of ‘Truth. 

My desire is, while I remain in these 
lands, to do all the good | cn and as 
little harm, that 1 may have che privi- 
lege of returning to the bosom of the 
Church if Zion with a conscience void 
of offence towards God and man. 

May God bless you, dear brother, 
together with all who are laboring for 
the upbuilding of his kingdom, is the 
prayer of your brother in the Gospel, 

Wittiam H. Way ert. 


Some one was praising our public schools to Charles Landseer, and said, ‘‘ All our 


best men were public-school men. 
Harrow boy.”—*“ Yes,” 
hboy.” 


interrupted Landseer, 
plo 
“How do you do, Mr. Lincoln ?” said some one to the President. 


Look at our poets. There’s Byron, he was a 
‘*there’s Burns, he was a 
“Well;”: said he’ 


in an indirect way, ‘that reminds me ofa story. As the labourer said to the brick- 
layer, after falling through the roof and rafters of «n unfinished house, I have gone 


through a 
you fond of H 

“Yes, I like ’em 

have you read Ho 


, With salt on ’em,”’ was the response. “No; but 
s tales ?’—“* No, indeed, ” said he, ‘‘ our hogs are all white Phlack. 


’s tales ;” asked a lady of an old farmer the other evening. 
mean, 
I don’t think there is a redone among them. 5 


at deal since you saw me last.” 


I sincerely trust that | 
our visit to North Wales may prove of | 


They cry, Poor deluded . 
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